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Specialist Equipment 
 

Introduction 
Legislation around the Equality Act (2010) gives parents a right to appeal to a 
Tribunal if both the school and the Local Authority (LA) refuse to fund the provision of 
a particular auxiliary aid or service recommended for the child or young person 
(CYP).  
 
From September 2012 schools and local authorities have a duty to supply auxiliary 
aids and services as reasonable adjustments where these are not being supplied 
through an Education Health and Care (EHC) Plan or Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) statement. The SEND Code of Practice (2015) states that CYP’s wellbeing 
includes ‘control by them over their everyday lives.’ Specialist equipment enables the 
CYP to be more independent. 
 
It is acknowledged that centrally organised and funded aids and services are often 
the most effective and efficient way of meeting the needs of disabled children. At 
present in York the local authority holds a central budget paid from the Delegated 
Schools Grant (DSG) to provide SEN services centrally, this includes auxiliary aids. 
To meet the requirements of the act LAs and schools need to have clear 
arrangements about who is responsible for the provision of aids. 
 
 
Specialist equipment for individual CYP in mainstream schools 
 
The specialist teacher, in liaison with the physiotherapist, occupational therapist, 
speech and language therapist and/or the school would usually identify the need for 
specialist equipment for a ‘named pupil’. For some pupils the use of specialist 
equipment is written into their EHC Plan or statement. 
Before any equipment can be purchased a full assessment following the pathway 
must be undertaken. Once the equipment has been purchased a clear plan for its 
use, monitoring and future upgrades needs to be developed. There also needs to be 
close monitoring of the impact of the use of the specialist equipment on the CYPs 
independence.  
The equipment will be ordered centrally by the Specialist Teaching Team on behalf 
of the LA/school. They will keep an inventory of equipment. 
 
This process can provide the following benefits: 

 Specialist teachers can undertake an unbiased assessment of the most 
appropriate equipment for the child. 

 Specialist teachers have current knowledge of appropriate specialist 
equipment by maintaining ongoing relationship with the Local Health Trust, a 
range of competitive suppliers, and SEN professionals nationally. 

 Value for money is ensured as the Specialist Teaching Team (STT) is able to 
bulk buy and obtain discounts. Specialist Equipment which is still fit for 
purpose can also be recycled across the authority rather than within a school. 



2 

 

 Specialist teachers and technical staff can manage the issue and 
maintenance of equipment and  provide an appropriate package of support. 
For Radio Aids, frequencies can be managed by STT-Support Team for Deaf 
Children to ensure there is no interference within schools or between schools 
which are close together. 

 A central stock can allow continuity of educational access by providing prompt 
replacements while equipment is sent for repair. 

 The STT will continue to maintain a stock of specialist equipment for children 
with a statement of SEN/Education, Health and Care plan. Extension of this 
provision to children at SA and SA+ /’Additional Needs’ will ensure a 
consistent approach within an individual school and across the authority. 

 
 
The contribution to costs of new equipment is outlined below: 
 
Following the introduction of a new funding formula (2014) the LA expects 
mainstream schools to provide equipment and software to CYP with SEND up to 
£500 through the Delegated Schools Grant (DSG) budget, elements 1 and 2.  
Special schools this will be expected to fund the first £1,000. 
 
For expensive items of equipment mainstream schools will fund the first £500. The 
LA will meet the deficit from the high needs budget.  
 
For schools, with CYP with complex needs, who require a large amount of 
equipment, there will be detailed discussion about expected contributions from 
schools.  
 
The LA has a small store of equipment which can, if appropriate, be loaned to the 
CYP for as long as it is needed.  
 
 
Curriculum access equipment 
Schools are encouraged to fund equipment from their delegated budget if the 
equipment is used to improve curriculum access and could reasonably be used by 
other pupils for the same purpose. An example of this would be a portable writing aid 
such as an ipad, tablet, or specialist paper e.g. Braille or Zychen paper.   
Laptops, ipad, tablet seen as standard equipment in many schools, and materials for 
curriculum access will be purchased by the school. 

 
Personal care/moving and handling equipment 
The above funding principle is also be used in relation to personal care items. For 
example, school could fund a standard over the toilet wheeled commode chair that 
could be used by other disabled people whereas the LA would fund a ‘bespoke 
commode chair’ which is required by a specific child.  
Items such as slings are ordered for individual pupils and will therefore be funded by 
the LA.  
 
Communication aids 

For communication aids, including an iPod/iPad purchased as a communication aid, 
the City of York Council shares the cost with the York Teaching Hospital NHS Trust. 
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Insurance is covered by the LA insurance. 
 
Reasonable repairs will be paid by the LA, as long as the school can show that every 
precaution has been taken to keep the equipment safe and maintained. 
 
The equipment belongs to the child and should follow the child through their 
education, as long as it continues to be fit for purpose. Young people may take the 
equipment into post 16 provision. 
 
As the CYP may need the equipment for homework and access to everyday life they 
may take the equipment home as long as parents sign to say that they will take 
responsible care of the equipment. 
 
If the equipment is no longer required it should be returned to the LA central store. 
 
Special Schools 
The schools are expected to fund the majority of specialist equipment. 
Communication aids are funded as above and radio aids are purchased by the LA. 
 
For CYP with an EHCP from out of city, the purchasing of equipment will be the 
responsibility of the ‘home’ authority. 
 


